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British Society for the History of Mathematics

Minutes of the AGM held at 12.40pm December 7t 2024

There were 35 members of the Society present
1. Apologies: Isobel Falconer, Clare Moriarty, Deborah Kent, Terry Froggatt
There was a minute’s silence for members who had died during the previous year:
Kenneth Cross
Bob Burn
Nick Lord
Tony Gardiner
C. Howard Houghton
2. Minutes of the previous AGM held on December 9™ 2023

Sarah Hart proposed acceptance, June Barrow-Green seconded. The minutes were
approved.

There were no matters arising.
3. Officers’ Reports and Accounts

The President, Chris Hollings, reported the principal activities of the year which
included a series of very successful meetings, the small grants scheme, and the various
prizes. He thanked Megan Briers who had been co-opted during the year to replace Troy
Astarte in being responsible for the website. He thanked those leaving the Council: Jane
Wess, Simon Gardiner, Sarah Hart and June Barrow-Green. He gave especial thanks to
June Barrow-Green who had been involved with the Council for over 30 years.

The Treasurer, Simon Gardiner, reported that all the accounts were now at Lloyds.
The reports were accepted.
4. Election of Officers

The slate for new members of council was as follows:

Christopher Hollings (President)



Brigitte Stenhouse (Secretary and Meetings Secretary)
David Wilkinson (Treasurer)

Tony Mann (Membership Secretary)

Ciaran Mac an Bhaird (Education Secretary)

Megan Briers (Web Administrator)

Dorothy Leddy (Communications Secretary)

Deborah Kent (Ordinary Member)

Clare Moriarty (Ordinary Member)

Patrick Burchell (Ordinary Member)

Prof. Raffaele Pisano (Ordinary Member)

The elections were carried by 25 votes in favour, 2 abstentions, and none against.
5. Approval of the Accounts

Approval of the accounts was proposed by David Martin and seconded by Mark
McCartney. The accounts were approved. It was noted that the accountant was about
to retire. Simon Gardiner was thanked for all his hard work during the year.

6. Articles of Association

The new Articles of Association had been circulated, together with the old ones. Simon
Gardiner provided the background which was as follows:

The topic had been introduced at the previous AGM and it had taken a year to get to the
revision as presented at this AGM.

There were several drivers behind the proposed change that could be summarised as
follows:

1. The existing Articles of Association referred to old elements of legislation such as
the Companies Act of 1985/89 and the Charities Act of 1993, which have long
since been updated and it was appropriate to ensure the BSHM governance
documents referred to the latest legislation where appropriate.

2. Methods of communication have changed significantly over the years and the
proposed amendments reflected these changes.

3. Possibly most importantly, the current Articles implied that all of the BSHM
council were required to be Directors/Trustees of the organisation. This was
having two impacts on the effectiveness of council operations: a) Legislation
around governance has become increasingly onerous and the council was
finding it difficult to attract volunteer members prepared to carry this burden,
and b) some documentation, such as banking forms, that required all directors
to sign were difficult to execute as Council are spread over a wide geographic
area, making timely completion a real challenge. The reality was that although
certain roles within the Council MUST be held by a director/trustee, such as
President, Treasurer, Secretary, several roles did not need to carry that burden.
The proposed Articles of Association provide more clarity in this area in defining
that the requirement for Director/Trustees was 5, including those three



mentioned. Beyond that, Council, and indeed members, could appoint people to
council in particular roles that were not designated at Director/Trustee level.

At this juncture an item of AOB was introduced as it had a bearing on the
proceedings. Terry Froggatt suggested ‘A motion is carried if the votes For
outnumber the votes Against with the Chair having the casting vote in the case of
atie’.

The new Articles of Association were voted on. The vote was carried by 25 in
favour with one abstention and none against.

A vote of thanks was proposed by the Chair to Simon Gardiner and Sarah Hart in
recognition for the considerable time and effort they had put in to provide the
new Articles of Association.

7. Appointment of Accountant

Andrew Thurburn & Co. were appointed as accountants. It was noted that our
accountant was about to retire.

8. Any Other Business

No other business had been received so the meeting was closed.
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