
BSHM Christmas meeting 

A ‘History of Mathematics’ Day

Based on the theme “From Games to Game Theory”
Held jointly with the Birmingham and Midlands Institute, Margaret Street, Birmingham, B3 3BS

Saturday 9 December 2017   1000 - 1700
1000  

Registration downstairs in the John Lee Theatre 

and Coffee upstairs in the BMI Coffee lounge

1030

Welcome by Phillip Beeley, BSHM President
1035
 

‘The Unexpected Utility of Recreational Mathematics’ 




by David Singmaster
David Singmaster is a retired Professor of Mathematics at London South Bank University, England, UK. A self-described metagrobologist, he has a huge personal collection of mechanical puzzles and books of brain teasers. He is most famous for being an early adopter and enthusiastic promoter of the Rubik's Cube. 

He is both a puzzle historian and a composer of puzzles, and many of his puzzles have been published in newspapers and magazines. 
1115

‘Early Concepts of Probability as Illustrated in late 15thC Works on Commercial Arithmetic’  



by Fenny Smith

Fenny Smith is an independent scholar in Italian Renaissance algebra, with associated knowledge of ancient and medieval numerical notation and arithmetic techniques.
1155 
‘Game ,Set and Match

 by Norman Biggs
Norman Biggs is Emeritus Professor of Mathematics at the London School of Economics, where he continues to lecture. He has written numerous books and papers on mathematical topics, many of them in algebraic combinatorics and its applications.  He is a past Vice-President of BSHM, and former General Secretary and a member of the Council of the London Mathematical Society.  His hobby is writing about the history of weights and scales. 
1235 -1345 
Lunch

1345

Two short BSHM members’ talks

1425

‘The subplot of co-operative game theory’ 



by Hervé Moulin
Hervé Moulin is Professor of Economics at the Adam Smith Business School at the University of Glasgow.  He is known for his research contributions in mathematical economics, in particular in the fields of mechanism design, social choice, game theory and fair division.  He has written six books and numerous peer-reviewed articles.
Before joining the University of Glasgow, he followed a distinguished academic career in the USA.  He is a fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.
1505 

Tea

1520

‘The Prisoners Dilemma: from Paradox to Powerful Tool’
 

by Tony Mann
Tony Mann is Visiting Professor of Computing Mathematics at Gresham College, London, and Director of the Maths Centre at the University of Greenwich.  He is a past President of BSHM, past Editor of the BSHM Bulletin and past Editor of the London Mathematical Society Newsletter.   He has taught subjects ranging from abstract algebra and the history of mathematics to digital media and human factors in computing.  He also seeks to promote his subject to different audiences, and is active in outreach events for school students and the general public.  He has a personal interest in the use and depiction of mathematics in works of fiction.
1600

‘Game Theory in the Last Half Century’ 

 

by Bernhard von Stengel
Bernhard von Stengel is Professor of Mathematics at the London School of Economics. He is a Fellow and former communications officer of the Game Theory Society, and deciding editor for two leading game theory journals. His research interests are in the computation and geometry of Nash equilibria, and other mathematical questions of game theory and operations research.
1700  
Expected finish for the day
Organiser:  
Richard Simpson, BSHM   bshm1@lagonda.org.uk 

Fee £25 for BSHM/ BMI members (£35 for non-members) and £15 for Under 25years: this includes coffee/tea and a good standard buffet-style lunch.  On-Line booking via EventBrite is now available.  Details may be found at www.bshm.ac.uk 

